2. (toLinh amended) An assa\ lor idcnlitxiiiu a suhslancc thai inhibits iho 
mlcraclion of an intlucn/a \ irus nuclcoprolLMn with a host cell protein comprising: 

(a) contacting an inllnen/a \ irus nucleoprotein or a peptide Iragmcnt ol the 
inlluen/a \ irus nucleoprotein w ith a host cell protein or a peptide fragment oi^ 
the host cell protein, under conditions and lor a time sunicieni lo permit the 
inlluen/a \ irus nucleoprotein or intlucn/a \ irus nucleoprotein peptide 
fragment lo hind to and form a complex with the host cell protein or a peptide 
fragment of the host cell protein, in the presence of a lest substance, wherein 
the peptide fragment of the inlluen/a virus nucleoprotein comprises the 
binding site of the host cell protein and w herein the peptide fragment of the 
host cell protein comprises the binding site of the inlluen/a \irus 
nucleoprotein; and 

(b) detecting the formation of a complex, wherein a decrease in the complex 
detected as compared to the amount of complex detected in the absence of the 
substance indicates that a substance that inhibits the interaction between the 
intluen/a virus nucleoprotein or inlluen/a virus nucleoprotein peptide 
fragment and the host cell protein or peptide fragment of the host cell protein 
is identified. 

4. (amended) 1 he assay of Claim 2 in which the host cell protein is NPI-2. 

5. (amended) The assay of Claim 2 in which the host cell protein is NPI-3. 

6. (amended) The assa\ of (Maim 2 in which the host cell protein is NPI-4. 

7. (amended) The assa>' of Claim 2 in which the host cell protein is NPl-5. 

8. (amended) fhc assa> of Claim 2 m which the host cell protein is NPl-0. 



1 1 . (ainciidcd) I he a^sa\ orC'laini 2 in which the inllucn/a \ irus 
iniclcoprotciii or peptide IraLinient of the inllueii/a \ irus nucleoprotein is iiiinu>hili/ed on a 
sohd sLirlace. 

12. (amended) 1 he assa\ ol C'kum 1 i in which an immohih/.ed antihods is 
used to anchor the immobih/ed inHuen/a \ irus nueleoprotein or peptide Iragment of the 
int]uenza \ irus nueleoprotein. 

14. (amended) The assay of Claim 1 1 in which the intluenza virus 
nueleoprotein or peptide fragment of the intluenza virus nueleoprotein is immobilized prior to 
the reaction so that the reaction is conducted in a solid-liquid phase. 

i 5. (amended) fhe assay of Claim 2 in w hich the proteins or peptides are 
contacted in a liquid phase to form a complex which is separated from the liquid phase at the 
end of the reaction. 

Add new Claims 57-74. as follows: 

57. (new ) An assay for identifying a substance that inhibits the interaction of an 
inlluenza \ irus nueleoprotein with a host cell protein comprising: 

(a) contacting a fusion protein with a host cell protein or a peptide fragment of the 
host cell protein comprising the binding site of influenza virus nueleoprotein, 
under conditions and for a time sufficient to permit the fusion protein to bind 
to and tbrm a complex with the host cell protein or the peptide fragment of the 
host cell protein, in the presence of a substance, wherein the fusion protein 
comprises inlluenza \ irus nueleoprotein or a peptide fragment of the intluenza 
\'irus nueleoprotein comprising the binding site for the host cell protein: and 

(b) detecting the formation oi^a complex, wherein a decrease in the complex 
detected as compared to the amount of complex detected in the absence of the 
substance indicates that a substance that inhibits the interaction between the 
inlluenza \ irus nueleoprotein or inlluenza \ irus nueleoprotein peptide 



IraLiniciit and the host cell protein or peptide iVagnieni oflhe host eell protein 
is identified. 

58. (new ) An assa> lor identilyinji a substance that inliibits the interaction of an 
iinluen/.a \ iru^ nuclec)piOLein witli a host cell protein comprising: 

(a) contacting a fusion protein with inlluen/a \ irus nucleoprotein or a peptide 
fragment oflhe inlluenxa virus nucleoprotein comprising the binding site of 
the host cell protein, under conditions and for a time sufficient to permit the 
fusion protein to bind to and form a complex with the inllucnza \'irus 
nucleoprotein or the peptide fragment of the intluen/a virus nucleoprotein, in 
the presence ol'a substance, wherein the fusion protein comprises the host eell 
protein or a peptide fragment of the host cell protein comprising the binding 
site for inlluenza \ irus nucleopi"otein: and 

(b) detecting the formation of a complex, w herein a decrease in the complex 
detected as compared to the amount of complex detected in the absence of the 
substance indicates that a substance that inhibits the interaction between the 
influenza virus nucleoprotein or influenza virus nucleoprotein peptide 
fragment and the host cell protein or peptide fragment of the host cell protein 
is identified. 

59. (new ) I he assay of Claim 2 in which the host cell protein or the peptide 
fragment ol^the host cell protein is immobilized on a solid surface. 

60. (new ) The assa\ of Claim 59 in which an immobilized antibod\ is used to 
anchor the immobilized host cell protein or peptide fragment of the host cell protein. 

61 . (new ) 1 he assa\ otXMaim 59 in which the host cell protein or peptide 
fragment of the host cell protein is immobilized prior to the reaction so that the reaction is 
conducted in a solid-liquid phase. 



( new ) I ho asNa> of ("i aim 3 / m \\ hich I he h()^t ccli prolLMii or ihc pcplidc 
IraLZiiKMU oClhc host cell proleiii is iinmohih/ed on a sohd Mirtaee. 

(^^. {new ) The assa> ofClaini 5K in which the inlluen/a \ irus niicleoprolein or 
peptide liaLinienL of the inlluen/.a \ irus nucieoproiein is inimobili/ed on a st)iid suriace. 

h4. {new ) The assa\ of Claim 2 or 1 1 in which the host cell protein or peptide 
fragment of the host cell protein is direetU or indirectU labeled. 

(o. (new ) The assa\ of Claim 2 or 59 in which the inlluen/a \ irus nucleoprotein 
or peptide fragment of the inHuen/a \ irus nucleoprotein is directl\ or indirectl\ labeled. 

()6. (new ) The assay of Claim 57 iPi v> hich the host eel! protein or peptide 
fragment ot^the host cell protein is directK or indirectl\ labeled. 

()7. (new ) The assa\ of CMaim 58 in which the intluenza \'irus nucleoprotein or 
peptide fragment of the iniluenza \ irus nucleoprotein is directK or indirectK labeled. 

()8. (new ) The assa> oiTdaim 57. 58. 62 or 63 in which the fusion protein is 
directK or indireclK' labeled. 

o9. (new ) 1 he assa} of Claim 57. 58. 66 or 67 in which the fusion protein is 
immobilized on a soHd surface. 

70. (new ) The assa\ of Cdaim 64. wherein the label is a radioisotope, an 
en/\ malic label or a iluorescent label. 

71. (new ) I he assa> of Claim 65. w herein the label is a radioisotope, an 
en/Amatic label or a HutMvscent label. 



